Memory for temporal order in schizophrenia.
Memory for temporal order information was examined in patients with chronic schizophrenia using the recency discrimination task. In this task, subjects were shown a pair of previously studied words and were asked to choose which one of the two words they had seen more recently. In addition, subjects performed the Wisconsin Card Sorting Test (WCST). The results showed that schizophrenic patients differed from normal control subjects in their performance on the recency discrimination task. In addition, for schizophrenic patients, performance on the recency discrimination task was inversely related to the number of perseverative errors on the WCST. These results provide further evidence of prefrontal-type cognitive deficits in schizophrenia.